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Features of discourse pragmatic approaches

O Attention to context;
O View linguistic forms in terms of communicative choices;
O View linguistic forms in terms of social interaction.

O What’s the communicative situation? What is the context of speech event?
Context is dynamically defined.

O What language forms are chosen in reaction to, or to constitute, the
communicative context?

O What social activities are done by using a particular linguistic form over others?
(Treat social activity as primary and linguistic devices as resources.)
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...(general introduction deleted)

General Suggestions of Use of the Clips: Incorporating the modules in a regular
curriculum

To use these clips and incorporate them in a regular curriculum, the following steps and
activities are suggested. (See Module One: Travel Adventures, for an illustration of these
steps).

Initial activities: These activities prepare the student with the necessary
vocabulary items before listening to the recorded speech.

First listening: initial exposure to the recorded speech along with activities.
After listening activities: comprehensive discussion of the clip and related
activities.

Second listening: further listening to the recording for better understanding
of the recorded speech.

Follow up activities: exercises, assignments and activities.



Guide to the Use of Travel Adventures (Liixing Qiya ¥ fﬁ, B2

We now take the clip Travel Adventures as an example, and offer specific suggestions on
how to incorporating it in a regular class.

About this clip

This conversation is conducted between two Chinese female speakers who are overseas
Chinese students in the Los Angeles area. Their ages are between 25-35. They meet at a
recording session for the first time and are basically trying to get to know each other.
While talking about their past experiences, one speaker recounts some travel ordeals
she had experienced while in Italy.

Notable Conversation Features

In this excerpt, the talk is conducted in a story-telling format. In conversations, speakers
often tell stories. Stories can be told to make a point, to show support to other speakers,
or simply to make the conversation more interesting. To be able to tell a good story,
however, the speaker needs to provide information about who, when, where, and what
happened. The speaker also needs to link different parts of the event together and to make
a point by telling the story. The listener, on the other hand, also needs to participate in the
telling process by reacting to the main speaker in various ways: for example, commenting
on the story so-far, asking questions, and requesting clarifications.

In working with this module, the pedagogical focus should be on 1) how to express the
basic elements of a story, namely, who, when, where, and what happens ; and 2) how the
addressee participates in the telling of the story (by asking questions, checking with the
main speaker, as well as expressing support and displaying different emotions).

Initial Activities
1. What kind of things that one typically encounter while traveling? Work with a
classmate and write down a list of five general words (in both English and Chinese) for

the following categories:

People English Chinese

Place  English

Chinese

Vehicle English

Chinese

Lodge English

Chinese




2. Write down some activities associated with the following categories (e.g. bus -> take a
bus; find the bus schedule; miss the bus). Share with the class after the list has been
worked out. If you have difficulties finding the Chinese expressions, check with the
instructor for help.

English Chinese

Hotel

Money

Train

Restaurant

Rest

First Listening to the Recording

3. The instructor will play the audio for a few times, possibly with different speed, if the
software (e.g. Windows Media Player) offers such control. Concentrate on listening in the
first few passes. Then try to write down the following information as much as you can.

a. Is the story about domestic travel or international travel?

b. Where did the speaker go? What is the name of the first city?

c. What happens to their hotel?

d. What’s the name of the festival? Why does she mention the festival?

e. What second city did they go?

f. Why did they go to the dinning place late at night?

g. How much did they pay for the overnight stay, if at all?

4. Class discussion of the above questions.

a. Try to find out the key words in the speech in answering the above questions.
b. Find out which of the items mentioned in the pre-listening exercises (1 and 2) are
mentioned in the recorded conversation and how they are used.

After-Listening Activities (l): Characters/Words
5. Now listening to the audio while reading the transcript:

a. Mark out any characters/words that are unfamiliar to you;

b. Try to pronounce the words correctly with the assistance of the pinyin spelling
system given in one version of the transcript;

c. Instructor explains new characters/words in context. Some likely new
characters/words:

AT pidi Bk
Tl 2] PN i
$Beok BEL0 sl %5
AR HiE s it
18R Fi #E i
(EaT It AR5

d. Try to use the new words/characters in a dialogue (e.g. question/answer) format.

Model dialogue 1:
Ar ARATEATAT EERRAT T8 ?

B: &AWL
A: TEWBIE?
B: 7EHH.
Model dialogue 2:
A: BAMIIIRERARAE o
B: ZyftEE?

A: ANARZ, BATREN, WG,

Model dialogue 3:
Ar BBEAEMRHL?
B: A AR, KRR E K.



e. Listen to the recording again and try to retrieve the native speaker’s use of these
expressions in the recording.

f. Explore the Concordances lines. Discuss high frequency items and their usage.
Among the most frequently used items in this text (character/word + number of
occurrences):

1 (17) W (10) 2 (9) (7
— (13) uh (9) A (8) fHEE (6)
W o(12) IR0 £ (8) WIZ (5)
il (12) fit: (8)

Explore the bolded forms in the concordance lines. Ask the students to notice usage
patterns with the help of the concordance lines. For example, in the case of {I'/& shenme,
which is usually considered a question word:

1) SEBIBR AT R T ?

2) HEALEEBUI A e A AT uh
3) — i 6,1 B AT uh

4y — ({1 AT EE uh

5) F2: AHEATEEEH .

6) fiRrl LAE IR RS R T,

-In which case is H‘# is used as a question word?

-Is 1) a real question?
-Which is a hesitation marker?
-Why there are repetitions of the same word in 3) and 4)?

-Follow the model of 5), try to use ffﬁ to express uncertainty.

After-Listening Activities (I1): Discourse and Grammar

6. Work with the transcript, with the help of the audio recording where necessary. This
should be a comprehensive discussion of the text with a focus on discourse strategies and
the grammar of the spoken language. Note that the pertinent feature in discourse and
grammar have been highlighted in the Line-by-Line Commentaries section. For this
module, the following items are especially important. Some activities can be designed to
enhance the understanding of the uses of these items.

6.1. Discourse conjunctions

Line 5. Ranhou §R%: a common linking device in the spoken language to advance the

story line.

Line 13. n3 women jid pdo qi #[Z$ it : [ is used here as a discourse linking

device, implying a logical next step.

Line 16. Jiéguo faxian na gé difang ne ydu yi gé shénme &k Ft S50 i Hh o e A7
1. 459 here means ‘and then’, which is a discourse linking device commonly
found in spoken discourse. Together with Wg they help create a suspense effect in story
telling.

Line. 32. Ranhou zuihou méi banfa, RERAAEIHL: /1% links the move to a new

=

episode in the story; and #¢4% indicates a sense of finality.
6.2. Activities related to 6.1: Fill in the blanks with one of the conjunctions given below.
If there are more than one answer possible, compare the meaning differences with

different conjunctions.

2y

Frel Rz iz i3 Bl TR

a. JMFERIRN, ¢ O KRBT M.

b AblAEERAMAES, O ) EMsiE LT

o FAVATH ALK, ) EBLKHOAGET, ¢ ) Rt Ay, s
IR T, ¢ ) JUFEmEsUE T — 5.

b. Listener response tokens

Line 1. Dui %f: A conversation reaction token. Often used to acknowledge to the

previous speaker and optionally open up one’s own conversation turn, as is the case here.

Line 9. O.JZ§. O or Oh, is a reactive token that listeners use to display their involvement

with the main speaker.



Line 21. mhm: The speaker here uses a reactive token that is commonly found in spoken
English but is indigenous to Chinese.

Line 36. Wodetian a. Z3{U=[[i¥: similar to “Oh my God” in English. However, this

expression is used mostly by female speakers.

6.3. What’s the English counterparts of the items listed in b above? Try use them when
you listen to your classmate telling a story.

Final Listening: Recall Activities

7. Play the recording again, after several utterances, ask the class or individual students to
supply the subsequent utterances that are in the conversation. Try to emulate the prosodic
features in the native speaker speech.

Exercises, Assignments, and Activities

The follow up activities in the form of exercises are given at the end of each module.
these exercises and activities can be done during class or as homework assignments. For
this module, the following have been designed.

1. Comparing spoken and written language. Some of the usage patterns of a number
of vocabulary items in the text are not commonly found in the written language. Can
you give written examples to show the differences?

(1) jieguo #&H:
(2) ranhou X%
(3) houlai &4

2. Put the following fixed expressions to use in a context:
(1) REFRSE (3) Wik

) BEEM (4) el
(5) BAAH

3. Comparing the uses of na /I in the following utterances. How do they differ? Make
some sentences to illustrate the different uses.

(1) JBAHECEEAE TAE

Describe the use:
Give your own sentence:

(2) MBA i 2
Describe the use:
Give your own sentence:

(3) What happens in the following utterance?
TSN BIBELT 1)

Describe the usage differences:

Give your own sentence:

4. What elements in this text are said to be typically associated with female speech?
What alternatives are there if one has to avoid using them?

5. Examine the concordance lists, and then answer the following questions. (You
may need to switch from time to time between this page the concordance pages.)

(1) How is the vocal sound /uh/ used?

(2) How is dou W used? What are the common features of the three instances of dou W

in the text?

(3) How is bijiao F*4if used?
(4) How is the particle ne ['d used?

(5) What are the elements that often occur before shi fL?

6. When you need to express ideas in uncertain terms, how to express them with shenme
fFE and haoxiang 4f{%? You can consult the following examples.

- SEBHAR AT T2

. GRS BUIRAR I S e AT (125 uh
L {EE, AFEEAFE uh

| REEATEE T .

a6 os



e. PRATLATE bR AT R T,
£ouh CUACIPGOE — P B 1)

7. Use the following lexical items to talk about travel related issues. (Items in
parentheses are not found in the text.)

i JifE (FD

it & (€]

KL L ES

Nk ES pix

Yl A B
(TR il et

i ik

KERE %

i &

8. Grammatical patterns. Use the following grammatical exemplars to practice
constructing utterances.

a. Location + i + ¥ J: existence of objects in a location.

Exemplar:  ASEMbI A — AW, R0 F (i 6 .

b. Motion V + itk /i J: entering with a manner of motion.
Exemplar: FAgEME %,

c.V+ iffi: astate of fullness caused by the verb action.
Exemplar: J&F#ER T o

d.V+ A aphysical state of stagnation caused by the verb action.
Exemplar: TAEARTT .

e.V+ (i) + V:aseries of actions in close sequence,

Exemplar: JRHE 228 5 Rb | ALMITT (1 2R B A

f & + A +v (#3): asking someone to perform some action (or to give favor)
Exemplar: sl BT | SORAFIRAT L4 8

9. Story telling practices.

9.1. Tell a short story using the following structuring devices:

N

- oo
E
bl

9.2. Tell a short story with the following suspense-creating devices:

a. fERLLE
b. &
c. fef%.. e
d. (Person/Object/Place)...lI¢

9.3. Pair work: While listening to your classmate telling his/her story (as in 9.1 and 9.2),
try to be a supportive listener by providing some of the following items:

a) Reactive tokens (vocal noises);
b) Evaluative tokens (35} » fiL > Hrfiv ﬁi}x—,ﬁ%;, etc.);

¢) Questions and clarifications.

10. Prosody. Listen to the audio recording carefully and try to identify:
1) Words/sounds that are lengthened (i.e. produced longer than normal);

2) Words that receive stress (i.e. accented);

3) Utterances that have a rising intonation.

11. Writing Exercise: Write a 50 word recount of the story presented in the text.



